
of the increasing John s ton Count y ret a il sales d espite in­

cre a s ing com p e tition from other part s of th e County. 

Publish e d tabulations of North Carolina sales tax returns 

provide a co ntinuou s se ri es of d a t a on Gross R e t a il Sal es of 

a ll Johnston County busin esses , which is r ough l y co mparable 

to the Ce n s us of Business fi g ur es o n Tot a l Re tail Sales 

vol u mes presented above. Th e c h ar t on the facing pag e s hows 

this dat a, on an annual basis, throu g h June, 1 963 . Retail 

sa l es (the so l id black lin e) hav e b ee n increasing rather 

s t ea dil y throu g hout the period, thou g h th e re ha ve b ee n s hort-

t e rm cyc li ca l fluctuation s . Th ese sa l es volumes are e xpress e d 

here as index numb e rs, th a t i s , as p erce nt s of th e sales in 

the base yea r, th e fiscal year 1961-62, in order to fa c ilitate 

com p a ri s on with personal in come fi gures . 

Th e me di an* income r e port e d by Johnston County famili es was 

$1,496 in 19 4 9 a nd $2,46 9 in 1959, an in c re ase of about 65%. 

However, th e amount of actual goo d s a nd se r v i ces which co uld 

be purchased with thi s median income did not increase by 65%, 

since pri ces paid b y cons u me r s were, in genera l , h~gher in 

1959 than in 194 9 . The e ff ect o f inflat~on, as meas ur e d b y 

the Consumer Price Ind ex, has been such that it would take 

a bout $1,890 in 19 61-62 d o llar s t o buy the same amount o f the 

goo d s an d s e rvi ces th a t $1,496 wou ld buy in 1 949 . Similarly, 

i t woul d take about $ 2,550 at 

pur c h as in g power of $2,4 69 in 

1 96 1- 62 va lu es to eq u al th e 

1959 . S o th e r ea l increase in 

* The me dian i s a kind of average; it is th e income of the 
family which would b e exac tl y i n th e middle if all th e 
familie s were arran ge d in or d er from th e one with th e 
hi g h es t in come to the one with th e l owes t. It is known 
th a t th e in comes reported t o th e Census are und ers t ate d, 
o n the average, b y a bout 25% , but thi s i s of no importance 
h ere since we ar e concerne d with relative c h anges in in­
co me r a th e r than their abso lut e l evels . 
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